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FACILITIES 
Cafeteria
Chapel
University-level library
Student centre
Ice arena
Gym
Fitness centre
Recording studio

ARTS OPPORTUNITIES
College Singers
Resonant
Christmas production
Orchestra
Art show

VARSITY SPORTS
Briercrest has fi ve varsity sports teams: 
men’s hockey, men’s and women’s 
volleyball, and men’s and women’s 
basketball. Bring your family along to 
cheer for our Clippers at home games!

HOUSING
We have dormitories suitable for mature 
single students and several on-campus 
housing options for families. 

THINKING OF BRINGING YOUR 
FAMILY?
Briercrest College and Seminary 
operates a Christian high school and 
college in addition to our seminary. There 
is also a Christian elementary school in 
Caronport.

SEMINARY CHAPEL
Every Thursday at 11:15 a.m. during 
most of the year, seminary staff and 
students gather with their families to 
experience God in community and 
celebrate His work in our lives. We 
worship together through song, refl ect on 
God’s Word, share testimonies, and eat 
together afterward.

DISTANCE LEARNING
Several seminary courses are 
available through distance learning. 
Visit www.briercrest.ca for details.

Apply online at www.briercrest.ca or 
call 1-800-667-5199 to speak with an 
admissions adviser.

Briercrest College and Seminary 
is a community of rigorous 
learning that calls students to 
seek the kingdom of God, to 
be shaped profoundly by the 
Scriptures, and to be formed 
spiritually and intellectually for 
lives of service.
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Our seminary offers you Christian education in modular 
format: that is, five days of outstanding instruction from 
some of the most well-respected scholars in biblical 
studies, leadership, and ministry today.

Come for a week and enrich your ministry. 
Come for a few more and be on your way to 
a master’s degree. 1-800-667-5199 • www.briercrest.ca

A lot can happen 
in five days.
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when he hasn’t fl own, Hodson admits he’s 
dreamed of taking an F-18 jet right off the 
base—that’s how much he loves being in the 
sky.

Hodson is a military fl ight instructor at 
15-Wing, the Canadian Forces base outside 
of Moose Jaw, Sask.

After joining the military out of high 
school in the early 1990s, Hodson complet-
ed a degree in mechanical engineering at 
Canada’s Royal Military College in Kingston, 
Ont. After graduation, he started his fi ghter 
pilot training in Portage La Prairie, Man., and 
fi nished it in Moose Jaw before accepting his 
fi rst post in Cold Lake, Alta., in 1999.

Life was good. 
But six years later, tragedy altered Hod-

son’s course. His wife, Faye, died in a car 
accident in Cold Lake, leaving him and their 
two boys, who were one and three years old.

Hodson knew then his career as a fi ghter 
pilot was over—he needed a job that would 
allow him to stay home with his young sons.

He applied for a transfer to 15-Wing, and 
he and his boys moved to Caronport, Sask., 

to live with his late wife’s parents. He began 
a new career as a fl ight instructor. 

Within a few years, the Lord shifted Hod-
son’s course again, blessing Hodson and his 
boys with a woman named Christine Chalm-
ers. She and Hodson married in 2007. 

God was good—so good. But Hodson was 
restless. Teaching young soldiers the take-
offs and landings he’d done so many times 
was rewarding, but repetitive. He needed to 
engage his mind.

Even before Hodson had become a 
Christian, he says, he was a “thinker”—he 
“liked to talk about the ideas of God and the 
origins of everything around us.”

Since becoming a Christian in 1999, just 
before his posting in Cold Lake, those con-
versations have taken on far greater signifi -
cance for Hodson.

By Amy Robertson

T
he lines around Captain Bill Hodson’s 
shining brown eyes deepen. The cor-
ners of his mouth turn up—almost un-

controllably—as he talks about why he loves 
to fl y.

His favourite 
thing is walking 
onto the base 
on a crisp, clear 
morning. The 
sun is bright and 

warm overhead in an azure sky,  the tarmac 
is quiet, and the techs have prepared all the 
military aircraft for fl ight. They’re lined up in 
perfect rows, waiting.

Pilots like him will see better than anyone 
else how God has put together the clouds 
and colours of the earth that day. 

“I just love being above the earth looking 
down,” Hodson says quietly, pensively. He 
smiles as he pictures it. 

“You can see forever on a clear day.”
Cloudy days are no less majestic—pilots 

still get to see the sun.
During periods in his military career 

Pilot gives up 
soaring above 

the clouds 
for Christ

For him, the fact that so many 

people miss out on the privilege of 

studying the Bible is a great loss.



5WWW.BRIERCREST.CA

Captain Bill Hodson at 15-Wing in Moose Jaw.

Our seminary offers you Christian education 
in modular format: that is, five days of 
outstanding instruction from some of the 
most well-respected scholars in biblical 

studies, leadership, and ministry today.

A graduate degree 
is within your reach. 

Try our modular format.

Melanie
Part-time student, 

Certificate of the Seminary

1-800-667-5199 • www.briercrest.ca

Walking with a solider 
to a place where he or 
she can think about God 
for the fi rst time is amaz-
ing, he says. His love for 
the conversations with 

his fellow soldiers about life and God and 
faith have taken over even his love for fl y-
ing. His colleagues call him “Thumper”—as 
in Bible-thumper.

And so, in 2008, after weeks of prayer, 
he and his wife decided he would give it up. 
Nine years of service in the Canadian mili-
tary gave him an opportunity to choose the 
next part of his career, so he decided to ap-
ply for chaplaincy.

He was accepted, and he enroled in Bri-
ercrest College and Seminary’s Master of Di-
vinity program the same year.

He still works as a fl ight instructor, but he 
knows he’ll have to stop when he receives a 
chaplaincy posting in a few years. 

It’s hard thinking about not fl ying, he ad-
mits. 

Will it be worth it?

The well-used smile lines around Hod-
son’s eyes appear again. “Of course it will.”

Hodson explains how much more mean-
ing his life has since becoming a Christian. 
His hope is that the young soldiers he works 
with will fi nd the same meaning in their own 
lives. Hodson wants them to understand how 
important their work is to God—how impor-
tant they are to God.

“It really bothers me to know how many 
people in the military are just working for the 
weekend,” he says. Eventually, if life goes 
their way, his co-workers will retire comfort-
ably—but what will their lives be about?

Hodson loves what he’s learning at Brier-
crest about the Scriptures and pastoral care. 
For him, the fact that so many people miss 
out on the privilege of studying the Bible is 
a great loss.

He’s grateful for the community that took 
him and his young boys in fi ve years ago. As 
the seminary student body’s appointed pres-
ident this year, he gets to give a little back to 
the people who have cared so deeply for him.

“I wish more people would take advan-
tage of this place,” he says.
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What’s so What’s so 
Christian aboutian about

This is the first in a series of articles our professors have published.
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I n recent years Canadians have 
heard much in the media and else-
where about the need for recon-

ciliation between Aboriginal peoples and 
non-aboriginals, anglophones and franco-
phones, and between families, spouses, 
and communities. Given the variety of 
ideas people have about reconciliation, 
what aspects of reconciliation fit with a 
specifically Christian approach? Christians 
have always emphasized the need for rec-
onciliation between God and humans. But 
we have not always been clear about how 
this biblical concept of “vertical reconcilia-
tion” relates to “horizontal reconciliation” 
between humans. The overlap may seem 
obvious, but let’s think carefully, starting 
with the undisputed champion of biblical 
texts on reconciliation: 2 Corinthians 5:15-
21. We need to note at least three things 
from this text as we seek a biblical under-
standing of reconciliation.

First, Paul insists that reconciliation 
is a completed and ongoing work of God. 
Paul speaks of it as having been already 
accomplished (“reconciled” in verse 18) 
and yet of God continuing to accomplish 
it right up to the present (“reconciling” in 
verse 19). Not only that, but God’s recon-
ciliatory work is directed to both “us” hu-
mans and “the world.”

Second, reconciliation is accomplished 
in and through Jesus Christ. Reconcilia-
tion to God is possible “through Christ” 
(verse 18), the one mediator between God 
and humanity. It’s also possible only “in 
Christ” (verse 19), in the Lord of creation 
and head of His body, the church. Conse-
quently, Christians must always point to 
Jesus. We dare not try to take His place as 
“mediators,” but must fulfil God’s work as 
His “ambassadors” (verse 20).

Third, reconciliation is to God the Fa-
ther. Thus the Bible teaches it is only as 
“the world” is brought back into proper 
relationship to God the Father that recon-
ciliation is ultimately fulfilled. So while our 
“ministry of reconciliation” (verse 18) nec-

essarily includes 
working toward 
mending human 
relationships, such 
relationships can 
be fully healed by 
God the Father 
through the Son 
and by the Holy 
Spirit.

The spiritual 
ministry of helping 
human enemies 
become friends 
(which is the core 
meaning of “rec-
onciliation” and 
“ p e a c e m a k i n g ” ) 
is important, but it is not the final end. 
Rather, it is a means to the ultimate end of 
God befriending humans through Christ’s 
death for sin on our behalf (verses 14-15, 
21).

This framework can remind us that any 
talk about human reconciliation, while 
always having the potential to be used 
by God for His purposes, can never quite 
capture the fullness of biblical reconcilia-
tion. For the Bible speaks of God’s coming 
kingdom of peace not only as the absence 
of all human conflict, but also as new and 
transformed heavens and earth. There, 
redeemed humans will dwell together in 
communion with God by the merits of the 
Lamb (Revelation 13:8)! In this light we 
thank God wherever humans reconcile, 
but we also acknowledge that human rec-
onciliation is a secondary “sign” of God’s 
primary work of reconciling all things to 
Himself (Colossians 1:20). In faith, we 
acknowledge that God’s kingdom is com-
ing whenever we see reconciliation take 
place, however imperfectly accomplished.

The relationship of vertical and hori-
zontal kinds of reconciliation can be visu-
ally illustrated by paying attention to the 
cross-shaped nature of the Gospel. We 
can picture Jesus Christ at the very cen-

tre of the cross, where vertical and hori-
zontal beams intersect. For it is through 
Jesus that God the Father reaches verti-
cally down to redeem the world, yet it is 
also through Christ that God enables us to 
reach out horizontally as “co-workers” (2 
Corinthians 6:1) in fulfilling God’s purpos-
es in the world. Thus we need to keep our 
eyes fixed on Him who endured the cross, 
both for the sake of God’s glory and for our 
salvation (see Hebrews 12:1-2).

A visual image of the cross can also 
remind us that the vertical beam is the 
one upon which the horizontal beam is 
hung. Consequently, as much as Chris-
tians should be the first to applaud efforts 
to reconcile alienated human parties, we 
must remember that human efforts at rec-
onciliation are ultimately for naught if we 
fail to implore people, as Paul demands, 
to be reconciled to God (verse 20). In other 
words, reconciliation among neighbours is 
an integral part of a “cross-shaped” Gospel, 
but there is no cross and no true reconcilia-
tion if the vertical beam of reconciliation is 
somehow ignored or forgotten. The horizontal 
beam cannot hang in mid-air, unsupported by 
the vertical!

This piece, written by Dr. David Guretzki, an 
associate professor of theology and the dean of 
the seminary at Briercrest College and Seminary, 
fi rst appeared in Faith Today in May 2009.

Dr. David Guretzki
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MEET OUR
Dr. Sam Berg, D.Min.
Professor of Marriage and Family 
Counselling

Before coming to Briercrest College 
and Seminary in 1995, Sam pastored for 
20 years and later had a private counsel-
ling practice. He serves as a counsellor at 
The Caring Place, a Christian counselling 
centre in Regina. He is a registered family 
therapist, an approved supervisor with 
the American Association of Marriage and 
Family Therapists, and a supervisor with 
the Professional Association of Canadian 
Christian Counsellors.

Eric Ortlund, PhD
Assistant Professor of Old Testament

Before Eric and his family came to 
Caronport in 2006, Eric spent five years 
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity Seminary, 
switching halfway through from a Master 
of Divinity to a Master of Arts. He also 
served as a youth pastor before sensing 
God’s call to study the Old Testament. 
God opened a door to do this at Edin-
burgh University from 2003 to 2006. 
While Eric’s primary research interest 
is Isaiah, his broader mission is to be a 
resource for pastors and teachers using 
the riches of the Old Testament.

Martin Culy, PhD
Associate Professor of New Testament 
and Greek

Marty has taught at Briercrest College 
and Seminary since 2001. Whether it 
is teaching in the classroom, preach-
ing in his church, talking with his family, 
mentoring students, or working on Bible 
translation projects overseas, Marty’s 
calling and deepest joy is helping others 
to know, love, and follow Jesus. He has 
always been fascinated by other cultures 
and languages and serves as the editor 
of the Baylor Handbook on the Greek New 
Testament series. He has written three 
volumes for the series—Acts (with Mikeal 
Parsons), I, II, II John, and Luke. He is 
also the author of Echoes of Friendship in 
the Gospel of John. 
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FACULTY
Paul Magnus, PhD
Distinguished Professor of Leadership 
and Management

Paul has been engaged in leader-
ship within and beyond the Christian 
higher education community for over 40 
years. Much of that time was spent at 
Briercrest College and Seminary, after 
which he served in two churches and 
later at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto. He 
has also served the Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada in various volunteer roles 
for over 25 years. As the president of PJ 
Magnus Coaching and Consulting Ltd, he 
continues to be passionate about leader-
ship, communication, and executive and 
ministry coaching.

Steven Elich, D.Min.
Master of Divinity Program Coordinator

Before joining the team at Briercrest, 
Steve spent 13 years on faculty at Mil-
lar College of the Bible and engaged in 
pastoral and camp ministry. Steve and his 
wife, Barb, have two daughters: Beth, 25, 
and Hannah, 23.  He enjoys sports of all 
kinds, photography, cats, and reading just 
about anything.

Tony Schnare, MA
Associate Dean of Students, Director of 
Counselling and Health Services

Before coming to Caronport 15 years 
ago, Tony pastored in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. He maintains a private coun-
selling practice alongside his responsibili-
ties as the director of counselling and 
health services at Briercrest College and 
Seminary. Since completing his Master 
of Arts in 2002, he has been working 
toward certification as a marriage and 
family therapist. He is currently an AAMFT 
supervisor-in-training.
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 “We were just having a nice life … but 
just becoming more restless and feeling 
this strong sense of calling to something 
but not sure what it was, though I as-
sumed that it would be a pastor’s wife,” 
she said. 

All along Susan had a caring heart and 
a burden to pray.

“A burden to pray was strong for me,” 
she said. “One of the threads of that was 
... praying for the young people of our 
nation.”

“It always seems amazing to me that 
that’s what I was praying for, and now 
I’m doing something about it. There’s a 
continuity there.”

The burden to pray has stayed the 
same—but the geography has changed.

She and Bruce moved their family to 
Caronport in 1999, where Bruce began to 
study in the seminary. Susan decided to 
start taking seminary classes while com-
pleting her Bachelor of Education from 

the University of Regina.
It didn’t take Susan long to discover 

her thirst for a better understanding of 
the Bible.

“It was a process of about a year of 
realizing that I really loved the study of 
the Scriptures and wanted to pursue that 
further,” she said.

Susan graduated from the seminary 
with a Master of Arts in Theological Stud-
ies with a major in New Testament in April 
2004. With Bruce’s encouragement, they 
moved to Hamilton, Ont., so Susan could 
keep pursuing her passion. She gradu-
ated with a Doctor of Philosophy in Early 
Christianity from McMaster University in 
2009.

While studying out east, the Wendels 
read Briercrest’s new mission statement 
in an edition of PASSPORT, Briercrest’s 
alumni magazine.

 “They articulated their mission 
statement I think about a year after we 
left, and when I read it in a PASSPORT 
magazine when we were out in Hamilton, 
I thought, ‘Yeah, that’s exactly what they 
do,’” she said.

The mission statement is as follows:
“Briercrest College and Seminary is a 

community of rigorous learning that calls 
students to seek the kingdom of God, to 
be shaped profoundly by the Scriptures, 
and to be formed spiritually and intellectu-
ally for lives of service.”

 “That’s what happened to me when I 
was at Briercrest, and that’s what is con-
tinuing to be what my life is about.”  

One year into her PhD program, the 
Wendels didn’t know what they were going 
to do, but Briercrest’s mission continued 
to resonate very strongly with them. They 
found their way back to Briercrest when 
Susan was offered a teaching position. 

“We just felt called to be here. Called 
to be here because we felt that who we 
wanted to be was what people were doing 
here.”

When Susan Wendel was 
on her knees praying for the 
youth of this nation, she didn’t 
expect God to grab her by the 
hand and lead her to become a 
professor.

Susan and her husband, 
Bruce, were living a happy, 
comfortable life in Alberta 
as they served the church, 
surrounded by family and 
friends.

Professor believes her students 
are called to great things

By Rob Schellenberg

Susan and Bruce Wendel.



The burden to pray for her students 
still hasn’t changed. In fact, it may have 
grown as she looks to lead her students 
to live lives of service. She has taught Ad-
vanced Biblical Studies, two Greek classes, 
Hermeneutics, and the Gospels.

She is drawing on God’s strength and 
prays that God will speak through her as 
she teaches.

“I think when I walk into the class—
almost every class, yeah—I’m afraid I’m 
new, but part of it is this passion for God 
to work in young people’s lives … That’s a 
strong theme for me, that when I’m teach-
ing at the same time I’m praying that 
God will be at work in their lives and that 
God will equip them to be lights in their 
generation.”

She sends up extra prayers for the 
students in her Greek class, not because 
she wants to “give people their money’s 
worth” by pushing them to learn more, 
but because she believes God has called 
them to service.

 “There is something about that 
group—I think they are called to big 
things.”

The class reads Greek together and 
then has a devotional based on what 
they’ve read. “God has just seemed to be 
so powerfully present during those times,” 
she said.

“I can’t think of one particular mo-
ment, but maybe a series of moments of 
calling them to do their ministry, to fulfill 
their ministry, to do what God’s called 
them to do. It’s just been so strong over 
and over again. And in the sense that it 
is surprising to me what I’m even saying. I 
don’t think this is me, I think this is God ...

“It has struck me over and over 
again—just the excitement that I have 
for what God wants to do through those 
people.”

It’s an excitement that will be backed 
by the prayers of a caring professor.

Master of Arts in Theological Studies

For students who want to pursue PhD studies.
Tracks: 
• Theology
• Old Testament 
• New Testament

Master of Divinity

For students who want to pursue professional 
ministry.
Tracks:
• Pastoral Ministry
• Counselling
• Youth and Family Ministry
• Worship
• Leadership and Management
• Biblical Studies
• Theological Studies 

Master of Arts in Marriage and Family 
Counselling

For students who want to pursue careers in 
counselling.

Master of Arts in Leadership and 
Management

For students who want to lead not-for-profit 
organizations, churches, and schools in a 
variety of settings.

Certificate of the Seminary

For students who aren’t aiming for career 
ministry, but want to study the Bible deeply 
and grow spiritually.

Tuition
$906 per course 
($302 per credit hour)

Scholarships
Visit www.briercrest.ca to fi nd 
out about partial scholarships 
and bursaries.

We offer five 
graduate programs 
uniquely designed 
to accommodate 
people actively 
involved in ministry. 

Accreditation
Our seminary is accredited by 
the Association of Theological 
Schools, North America’s 
main accreditor of seminary 
education.

Ask about 
our modular 

format.

Apply today

1-800-667-5199
www.briercrest.ca



Briercrest 
grads 
link to 

abundant 
life

By Amy Robertson

DDDDuuurrriiinnnggg HHHiiss mmmiiinnniiissssttttrrrryyy  ooonnn eeaaarrrttthhh,,, JJJeeesssuuuussss gggaaaavvvveeee llliiiffffeeee wwwwhhhheeeerrrreeeevvvveeeeerrrrr HHHHHeeee  
wwweeennnttt——HHHee tttaaauuggghhhtt,, ssspppoookkkeee ttthheee  ttttrrruuuuttthhh ooofff ttthhheeeee  GGGGGoooossssppppeeelll,,, aaaannnndddd  uuuullllttttiiiiimmmmmaaaattteeeelllyyyyyy  
ssshhhoowwweeeddd hhhhuummmaaaannniiitttyyy wwwhhhaaatttt llooovvveeee tttrrruuuulllyyyy mmmmeeeaaannnnttt... HHHHeee  aaalllssssoooo  wwwwaaaassss——aaaannnndddd  
iiisss———tttthhhheee  GGGrrrreeeaattt  PPPPhhhhyyyysssiiicccciiiiaaannn,,, aaannndddd JJJooohhhhnnn  aaaannnnddd SSSSuuusssiiieee JJJeeennnkkkiiinnnsssooonnn aaarrrreeee 
iinnntttiiiimmmmaaaatttteeeelllyyy aaaccqqquuuaaaiinnnttteeeddd  wwwiiitttthhhh  HHHHiiisss llliiifffeee--ggggiiivvviiinnnggg pppooowwweeerrr tttooo  hhheeeeaaalll...

Appropriately, the Briercrest College 
and Seminary grads call their life’s 
work Life-Link Counselling Group.

God fi rst turned their hearts to couples’ 
therapy when they were younger. An older 
couple invested in their marriage, and they 
wanted to pass it on.

They started by providing some pre-
marital counselling through their church in 
the 1990s.

It “was life-giving,” Susie says, but they 
“didn’t know enough to do it well.”

Years later, they were praying for 
direction, and John was offered a job 
in Communications and Productions at 
Briercrest College and Seminary. He and 
Susie arrived in 1997, and a year later, 
they began working on master’s degrees in 
counselling.

John laughs as he admits he wasn’t sure 
he’d learn much in the beginning. “That was 
soon dispelled!” he exclaims. “We learned a 
ton.”

They say one of the most signifi cant 
things they learned was “the sense of really 
seeing the image of God in everyone.”

Their education, which included 
internships in Briercrest’s counselling 
centre, also gave them curiosity in how they 
approach people.

It taught them to understand that 
all behaviour has a reason behind it—all 
behaviour makes sense in the moment. 
As counsellors, rather than telling their 
clients to behave differently, they help them 
understand their motivation and the beliefs 
behind it. Then John and Susie can help their 
clients change.

Susie’s biggest fear going in was 
needing to have answers for everything. Her 
education was enlightening: she learned she 
didn’t need to have all the answers for her 
clients—nor should she.

Susie believes giving advice is unhelpful—
“It robs them of looking at their own journey,” 
she says.
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John agrees: “It doesn’t allow people to 
own their own decisions.” 

As counsellors, they simply walk through 
diffi culties with people, helping them 
understand what’s happening and why.

They opened their practice in 2007, a 
year after graduation.

They don’t bill themselves as a Christian 
counselling agency because they want to 
work with both believers and unbelievers—
but their practice makes their faith evident. 
Articles and resources on their website 
connect to sites like Focus on the Family and 
Christianity.ca. 

They also seek informed consent from 
their clients during the fi rst session, during 
which they indicate that they’re working from 
a Christian perspective, but are very careful 
not to push it.

They’ve worked with people from several 
faith and non-faith persuasions, and only one 
person has ever decided not to come back.

Susie talks about a Sikh woman with 
whom she had several sessions. They often 
talked about their different beliefs, and at 
the end of one session, the woman told 
Susie she realized that Yahweh said she was 
going to hell—and she wasn’t sure what to 
do.

Susie told her she should keep searching. 
Eventually, Yahweh would fi nd her. “They 
have to see Christ in me rather than me 
telling them about Christ,” Susie says.

Susie shares a diffi cult situation she 
navigated through once when a couple in a 
questionable relationship came to her for 
therapy. 

How could Susie possibly help them, 
they asked, if she believed so strongly that 
their relationship was contrary to Scripture—
wrong?

Susie was honest. She told them that 
before each session, she prayed for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance—that she would be able to 
“be” Christ to them.

Susie points to Jesus’ example in the 
New Testament: “Jesus healed people who 

were not necessarily living lives that were 
surrendered to Him. It was not a prerequisite 
for Him.”

That healing is often what turned 
peoples’ lives around.

Perhaps He’s giving His grace to people 
who don’t yet believe, Susie says. “That’s 
how I make sense of it ...

“I always hope I’m planting seeds.”
John and Susie acknowledge that many 

Christian counsellors have a very different 
approach—some believe Scripture has the 
answer for everything.

 “I think God has an answer for 
everything,” John says, choosing his words 
carefully. “A relationship with Jesus is 
key—but not everything is addressed in the 
Scriptures. There’s nothing about cocaine 
addiction.”

John and Susie know the life-giving power 
of the truth of the Scriptures. They also know 
that sharing a verse in the wrong context will 
simply create a barrier.

They’re not perfect—that’s part of why 
giving advice is “dangerous”—but by the 
power and grace of the Spirit, they’ve seen 
people’s lives transformed.

Many couples have come to them for co-
therapy, during which John and Susie work 
together with them.

Husbands and wives have said they’re no 
longer in love and want a divorce, but after 
walking with them, John and Susie have seen 
love rekindled and gentle words exchanged 
instead of anger and apathy.

Abundant life—that’s their goal. The Life-
Link logo, which depicts an arrow pointing 
heavenward, was inspired by John 10:10, in 
which Jesus says, “I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.”

John and Susie easily pass the 
conversation back and forth, calling each 
other “love” and “hon” and talking about how 
much fun it is to learn and work with their 
best friend. They testify to a deep love and 
friendship that’s lasted more than 25 years.

“We love doing this work,” John says.

Susie and John Jenkinson.

Anne-Marie
Full-time student, Master of Arts in 

Leadership and Management

A graduate degree 
is within your reach. 

Try our modular format.

Our seminary offers you Christian education 
in modular format: that is, five days of 
outstanding instruction from some of the 
most well-respected scholars in biblical 

studies, leadership, and ministry today.

1-800-667-5199 • www.briercrest.ca



After completing his PhD in me-
chanical automation at a Korean 
university several years ago, God 

issued Kang a challenge: how would Kang 
use his PhD to glorify Him?

After three years of prayer, Kang knew 
the Lord wanted him to serve the lost with it. 

“I knew that the Lord gave me lots of 
things freely until now, and that I also have 
to live a ‘freely giving life’ (Matthew 10:8) 
and it is a truly valuable life,” Kang, whose 
fi rst language is Korean, wrote in an email. 
“I realized that Korean Christians had a debt 
of the Gospel because Korea fi rst received 
Gospel from missionaries from other coun-
tries about 100 years ago, and had been 
remarkably blessed spiritually and economi-
cally. I felt I had to go to other country to pay 
the debt with all I received.”

In 1999, Dr. Kang and his family moved 
to China to teach at Y University*, a Chinese 
university where he knew he’d be able to 
share his faith. But after fi ve years, he was 
exhausted—the struggle to lead effectively 
among his colleagues, who were very differ-
ent from him, had drained him. 

He desperately wanted to study lead-
ership from a biblical perspective—so he 
began to search.

Kang’s best friend, Jae Seong Lee, 
who studied at Briercrest College and 
Seminary from 2001 to 2005, told Kang 
that Briercrest was “the best place in the 
world.” Kang learned that Briercrest had a 
respected leadership program—so in 2004, 
he packed up his family for a study sabbati-
cal in Canada. 

Thinking about his education in retro-
spect, Kang wrote, “The leadership program 
of Briercrest was so helpful to me because 
the curriculum was focused on leadership 
in the Christian organization. First, while I 

was at Briercrest, I was recharged and grew 
spiritually and emotionally. I really needed 
to be restored because I was so exhausted 
from the last fi ve years’ struggles. Next, I 
could see the leadership role with a new 
viewpoint.”

Dr. David Guretzki, the dean of the 
seminary, remembers Kang as “a fantastic 
student.” 

He graduated with honours in 2006 as 
his class valedictorian, and Guretzki is still 
struck by Kang’s character and passion. 

“He’s one of the most humble people 
you’ll meet,” Guretzki said. “So committed 
to the Gospel … He moved his family just to 
be a disciple-maker. To me, that embodies 
what he’s about.”

Over the past 11 years, Kang has served 
as the chair of Y University’s engineering 
department, a direc-
tor in the fi nancial and 
coordination offi ce, and 
as vice-president. He 
is also the secretary-
general in the Pan Asia 
& Africa Universities 
Association, which 
“has a vision to spread 
the Gospel and love 
of Christ to the world 
through university 
education.”

Currently, Kang is a professor at Y Uni-
versity, teaching both engineering and lead-
ership. Every day, he repays his debt to the 
missionaries who went to Korea by talking 
with his students—in spite of the potential 
risks associated with evangelism in China.

Like Kang, many of the staff members at 
Y University are believers.

“Most students are gradually introduced 
to Christ by the professors, and their lives 

are newly changed by Him,” Kang wrote. 
“The kingdom of God is expanding! ...

“I tend to be ‘friends’ at fi rst,” he 
explained. “I spent much time with them, 
we played games and soccer, ate together, 
and talked about life. They had pure hearts. 
I loved them. Sometimes we had a retreat 
to talk about life stories, sing songs, and 
dance together.

“Gradually, they also liked me, even 
though I was a Christian. One day some 
students questioned me, ‘Why did you come 
here, giving up your comfortable life in your 
country?’ I answered, ‘It was because of 
Christ.’ If they wanted to know more about 
Christ, I invited them to my house for dinner 
and introduced Him.

“For the last three years, I have regularly 
met fi ve students every week to train them 

spiritually,” he continued. “They are minority 
nations in this country and they are so im-
portant because there are few Christians in 
their nations. For example, one guy came 
from T nation*. He has never heard about 
Christ and was so diffi cult to believe in Him 
in the beginning of his life in this school. 
He … considered God a superstition. 

Through several relationships and 
experiences, his faith in Him was gradually 
grown and was fi rmed. Now he confesses 

He has never heard about Christ and 
was so diffi cult to believe in Him in the 

beginning of his life in this school. 

He … considered God 
a superstition. 

Most people pursue grad school because they want something more. Joseph Kang 
came to Briercrest College and Seminary six years ago to give something back.

Korean professor repaying ‘de
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that he will go back to his hometown for 
serving his nation with the good news while 
working as a teacher after graduation. I 
believe that he will be a great leader for his 
nation in the future.”

Through his friendship, Kang has 
inspired one of his students to follow in 
his footsteps at Briercrest. CY Nam* will 
begin studying at our seminary as soon as 
she obtains a visa. She has been inspired 
by what she calls Professor Kang’s “life 
attitude.”

Nam, whose fi rst language is Mandarin, 
wrote in an email: “The reason why I chose 
to study at Briercrest is that the goal of it 
attracts me a lot. Living Christ-centred life 
is also my goal; I hope I can follow Jesus 
Christ in whole my life.  Professor Kang’s 
attitude told me that study in Briercrest will 
be a good training time for me.

“Usually professors at Y University ask 
students’ plans about their future when they 
are freshmen and pray about it for them. In 
my adviser’s case, he just told me to pray to 
God and he will pray, too. Whatever we do is 
not that important; the most important thing 
is that we are in God’s hand.”

*Names have been changed for security 
reasons.

 1-3: Dr. Kang with students from Y University.
4: Dr. Kang (right) with his family.

at Chinese university

debt of the Gospel’ 

1.

2. 3.

4.
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