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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
1. Clipper hockey went to Russia this spring with Athletes in Action. The team members landed 

April 25 and spent three weeks playing hockey and building relationships with young people 
in orphanages and group homes.

2. Resonant, Briercrest College and Seminary’s top touring choir, gave a total of 17 
performances and workshops throughout Saskatchewan, Alberta, and B.C. on their two-week 

tour this spring. The 12-member team and Scott Finch, their conductor, began touring April 25.

3. Briercrest College and Seminary grads were treated to a live 
performance of “That’s What I Love About Jesus” by none other than 

Paul Brandt, country superstar, at commencement April 24. Brandt was 
awarded an honorary doctor of divinity for his contribution to building the 
kingdom of God through his music and humanitarian work. Bud Penner, a 
well-known and much-loved pastor throughout Canada, earned the same 
degree.

4.  The Clipper Men’s basketball team signed an all-star 
basketball player from New Mexico April 14. Christian 

Sacoman, a 6’2” shooting guard, is one of the top five players 
in the state. Last year, as his team’s captain, he averaged 
17 points per game. “I think Christian will definitely have an 
immediate impact,” said Gene Wolverton, the Clippers’ coach. 
“He’s a pure shooter. He’s really athletic … He wants to come 
and grow—not only on the court, but in his character.”

5. More than 20 musical acts performed at the luau-themed 
Brierstock, Briercrest’s music event of the year, annual 

send off, and yearbook signing party April 13 in the Edwards 
Chapel. Highlights included rock covers by Laura Harris, Michael 
King’s original song “Morning Song,” and The Matthew Joel 
Band’s final performance. 

6. Briercrest College and Seminary and Caronport High School 
staff and students joined together in January to raise a total 

of $6,539 for Compassion International’s relief efforts in Haiti. 
The fundraiser, an initiative of Briercrest’s student government, 
included collections taken up around campus and during Justice 
Chapel January 28 and Day of Action January 29.

7. Hundreds of Briercrest College and Seminary students 
packed out Joe’s Place, a youth centre in Moose Jaw, at 5 

a.m. January 27 to help Jeff Hutcheson of CTV’s Canada AM, who 
was broadcasting live, tell Canada why Joe’s Place was selected as 
one of eight winners 
of the national AVIVA 
Community Fund 

contest. Joe Dueck, a Briercrest alum, operates 
the centre, which is staffed mainly by Briercrest 
students.

Christian Sacoman

Day of Action

Paul Brandt

Joe Dueck and Jeff Hutcheson
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Visit www.briercrest.ca 
to find out about partial 

scholarships and bursaries.

Briercrest College and Seminary is a community of rigorous 
learning that calls students to seek the kingdom of God, to 
be shaped profoundly by the Scriptures, and to be formed 
spiritually and intellectually for lives of service. 

Our college offers 17 university-level 
undergraduate degrees and two 
certificate programs:
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The cost of room and board varies 
depending on the meal plan you choose 
and whether you’d like to share a room 
or have one to yourself. Expect to pay 
between $3,000 and $5,700 per year. 
Visit www.briercrest.ca for details.

Varsity sports teams
Men’s hockey (ACAC)
Men’s and women’s volleyball (ACAC)
Men’s and women’s basketball (ACAC)
Men’s and women’s soccer (Club)

Annual events
Christmas Musical production
Youth Quake
2819 Mission Conference
Brierstock
Camp Days
The Briercrest Olympics
Days of Prayer
World Awareness Days

Arts 
opportunities
College Singers
Resonant 
Refined/Undignified
Orchestra
Art show

Facilities
Nine dorms
Cafeteria
Hildebrand chapel
University-level library 
Student centre
Ice arena
Double-court gymnasium
Fitness centre
Recording studio

Students who take a full five classes 

per semester can expect to pay just 

under $8,000 per year.

Apply online at www.briercrest.ca
or call 1-800-667-5199 to speak with 
an admissions adviser.

Accreditation
Briercrest College and Seminary offers university-level education 
that is recognized by the province of Saskatchewan and accredited 
by the Association for Biblical Higher Education.

Transfer agreements
Students who have completed a year or more at our college can 
transfer at least half of their courses to the University of Regina or 
the University of Saskatchewan to a maximum of 60 credit hours. 
Students moving on to Trinity Western University and the University 
of Waterloo receive similar credit, and business students benefit 
from our partnership with the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology.
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downhere: honour for honour
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From a musical standpoint, it’s an eternity—many acts go under after only one album.
But 10 years, five studio albums, a Western Canadian Music Award, a Dove Award, a 

Shai Award, three Junos, and a whopping 16 Covenant Awards after their beginnings at 
a little Christian college in Caronport, Sask., downhere, a four-member Christian alt-rock 
band based in Nashville, Tenn., believes they’re just getting started.

Back in 1996, Marc Martel (vocals, guitar) and Jason Germain (vocals, guitar, and 
keys) were freshmen, roommates, and fellow musicians at Briercrest College and Semi-
nary. They’d met the year before through a mutual friend and had done some writing and 
recording together. 

Martel’s favourite place became the stage in the college’s chapel. On it sat a Bech-
stein grand piano that he would play for hours, often into the night. 

The piano, which he’s been playing since he was four, was like home for him. It’s also 
where his journey as a professional musician began.

Early in his sophomore year, Martel was in the music wing at Briercrest, grieving. He’d 
just come from a memorial service for two classmates, and was writing a song about 
how he couldn’t understand why bad things happened, but that down on earth, with his 
limited perspective, he trusted God anyway.

The song was called “Down Here.”

By Amy Robertson

d
o

w
n

h
e

r
e

 o
p

e
n

in
g

 f
o

r
 M

ic
h

a
e

l 
w

. s
m

it
h

 a
t 

C
a

lv
a

r
y

 T
e

m
p

le
 in

 W
in

n
ip

e
g

, m
a

n
it

o
b

a
.



Through 1998, Martel and Germain re-
corded several songs for their Recording Arts 
class, and with the help of a professor, Leroy 
Harder, they recorded a 12-track self-titled 
indie album (now out of production).

As they tossed around band and album 
names, they kept coming back to Martel’s 
song “Down Here.” 

“We were down here on earth and writ-
ing our songs from an earthly perspective,” 
explains Martel. 

Martel and Germain were convinced that 
music was the work God had given them—
so they decided to tour with their new CD 
across the country and see what happened.

Briercrest provided a van, equipment, 
and sound technicians, and Martel and 
Germain hit the road with two classmates for 
their first tour in the spring of 1999: Jeremy 
Thiessen, their drummer, and Tyson Man-
ning, their original bassist.

From there, they were faithful—and so 
was God. Throughout the 1999-2000 school 
year, downhere played nearly every weekend 
and did two 14-day tours. In the summer of 
2000, they did an 80-day tour. 

They’d sold more than 3,000 albums 
worldwide, and their songs were being 
played on Christian and secular radio sta-
tions across the continent. That year, they 
won two Prairie Music Awards and a Western 
Canadian Music Award, and were nominated 
for a Juno.

In early 2001, with Harder’s help, they 
signed a record deal with Word Records, and 
three of the four original members moved to 
Nashville to take their music the next level. 

They were without a bassist—but were 

confident that God would provide. And He 
did. Glenn Lavender joined them later that 
year, and they re-recorded their self-titled 
album a few months later.

As they toured and released their second 
album, So Much for Substitutes (2003), the 
awards kept coming: between 2002 and 
2004, they won four Covenant Awards, a 
Dove Award, a Juno Award, and a Shai Award.

It sounded like success to them, and 
it was—except when it came to their bank 
accounts. Their expenses were exceeding 
their profits, and so, in 2004, Word made 
a difficult decision: they dropped downhere 
from their label. 

That began a tough year for the band—
they wondered if, perhaps, their time was 
over. But as they kept looking to God, they 
became convinced that He wanted them to 
keep going—and He didn’t need a label to 
sustain them. 

“The Lord showed He was faithful by 
keeping us busy on the road, which some 
acts on labels can’t even do,” Thiessen told 
Christianity Today later. “We were really 
blessed that way.”

In 2005, God blessed them again. They 
signed with Centricity, a smaller label that 
wholeheartedly believed in their music and 
their ministry.

In the years following, they released 
three more albums: Wide-Eyed and Mysti-
fied (2006), Ending is Beginning (2008), 
and How Many Kings: Songs for Christmas 
(2009). They also won another 12 Covenant 
Awards and two more Juno Awards.

It’s an amazing track record—but downhere 
believes they’ve just reached their stride.

performing at Calvary Temple in Winnipeg, Man., May 5, 2010. Jason Germain
1996

Jeremy Thiessen
1998

Marc Martel
1998

downhere (2001)

Wide-Eyed And Mystified 
(2006)

Ending Is Beginning 
(2008)

So Much For Substitutes 
(2003)

How Many Kings
(2009)

NEW SINGLENEW SINGLE
Download downhere’s new 

single, “You’re Not Alone,” on 
iTunes! Visit www.downhere.com 

for more information.
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“The progression has been on a sound 
level and communicating our heart level,” 
says Germain. “Our first album—the self-
titled, international album—was kind of our 
first crack at the whole thing … Nashville, 
trying to figure out what it is to have an A & 
R guy, work with a producer, and all of those 
things, and so there was a lot of experimen-
tation there.

“We decided with the second record that 
we would kind of throw it back and make 
more of a rock and roll record. We swung it a 
little wide with So Much for Substitutes into 
the experimental, rock and roll, organic, lets-
go-for-critical-acclaim sort of thing.”

Substitutes was about challenging peo-
ple—tracks like “Comatose” and “In America” 
pointed out some of the issues they’d seen 
in the church as they toured.

In Wide-Eyed and Mystified, their first al-
bum released by Centricity, they fine-tuned—
and the result was a record that was a true 
representation of where the group was in 
their journey not just as musicians, but as 
men of God. 

In terms of sound, the record was softer: 
it was more of a blend of the pop sound from 
their debut album and the rock sound of 
their second record, and Martel and Germain 
struck a balance as lead singers. While Mar-
tel’s crisp tenor (which has been compared 
to Freddie Mercury) dominated Substitutes, 
Germain’s softer baritone led more of Wide-
Eyed’s tracks.

Its message was also more introspective 
and representative of where the band mem-
bers were in their journeys of faith, which is 
reflected in tracks like “Dying to Know You” 

“Ten years is a long time to do this,” says Thiessen. “And really, when 
we look back and see the number of bands that have been around and 
started at the same time as us that have come and gone in the course 
of our 10 years … it’s really pretty sobering.”

Marc martel Jason germain Jeremy thiessenGlenn lavender

and “I Will Follow Your Voice.”
Ending is Beginning is a lot of the same, 

but even better. It’s “the end of a conversa-
tion, in which Germain and … Martel speak 
candidly about how they’re handling their 
struggles of life while also preparing for the 
triumph promised by their faith,” according 
to downhere’s official bio.

“[It’s] probably the most positive record 
we’ve ever recorded,” explains Germain. “It’s 
almost epic in its statement of hope.”

Evidently critics and fans are happy with 
it. It picked up nine Covenant Awards in 
October 2009. 

But downhere defines success in terms 
of a lot more than record sales and acclaim.

They’re poets and artists—both lyric and 
melody are deep, complex, and human, 
which is a refreshing change from the bland 
clichés that dominate so much of contempo-
rary Christian music. 

downhere loves their craft—that much 
is obvious. But they keep going out of love 

for the people they’re reaching. They say it 
would never be worth it otherwise. 

They don’t just minister from the stage. 
After their shows, rather than retreating 
backstage, they stand near their merchan-
dise table. Some fans want an autograph 
and a photo, and some need to talk. The 
guys listen with the genuine care of a 
friend—even though they know they’ll need to 
say goodbye at the end of the conversation.

This year, Thiessen says, God answered 10 
years of prayers by giving the band a tour bus.

For them, it’s a sign from Him that down-
here’s era is nowhere close to ending—it’s 
just beginning. 

“Ten years is a long time to do this,” says 
Thiessen. “And really, when we look back 
and see the number of bands that have been 
around and started at the same time as us 
that have come and gone in the course of 
our 10 years … it’s really pretty sobering.”

And a testimony to the fact that God 
rewards honour with honour.

Left to right: Glenn Lavender, Jeremy Thiessen, Marc Martel, 
Jason Germain, and Amy Robertson.
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Last year, nearly half the lead cast 
in Briercrest’s annual Christmas Musi-
cal production were Maritimers—even the 
director was from Nova Scotia. Many would 
say that’s odd, considering less than four 
percent of the entire student body is from 
the Maritimes.

Ron de Jager, of Dartmouth, N.S., has 
been directing the Musical for eight years, 
and before that, he operated his own the-
atre company in Nova Scotia. According to 
him, the odd proportion of Maritimers in the 
Musical really isn’t so odd. 

He points out that music is a huge 
part of Maritime culture—there’s a strong 
heritage of folk music there that you don’t 
find in other provinces. It’s normal, he says, 
to stand around the piano on Sunday nights 
and sing for three hours with friends and 
family.

He also says that Maritimers are often 

naturally gifted performers—their friendli-
ness and hospitality makes them outgoing 
and very comfortable on the stage. 

So Maritimers are great performers—but 
what makes them want to perform here? 
There are music and theatre programs 
across the country, right? 

Turns out, they all love it here for the 
same reason:

It feels like home.
How, you might ask, could a Maritimer 

possibly feel at home in a sea of grain that 
stretches—quite literally—to the horizon? 

Ben Harrison, of Fredericton, N.B., came 
to Briercrest on the recommendation of a 
friend—and because he’d seen an online 
recording of the 2004 Christmas Musical 
production of Saints of Crooked Creek. “That 
is cool,” he said. He arrived in 2007 and 
was cast in the Musical weeks later (as he 
has been every year since then).

Many a Maritimer who has migrated west has mourned the 
loss of their beloved ocean—and for good reason.

In southern Saskatchewan, the only body of water for miles 
is man-made. Instead of trees, we brag about the wonders of 
tumbleweeds. Instead of lobster traps, we have hay bales. And 
it’s really, really flat. 

But in spite of it all, at Briercrest College and Seminary, 
a private college located in the middle of a wheat field in 
southern Saskatchewan, a contingent of Maritimers thrives.

Little
Maritimes 
on the Prairies

He loves what he’s learning here—but 
that’s not what keeps him coming back each 
fall.

“The people are the best part,” he says. 
“I stayed because of the relationships I’ve 
made.”

Abigail Jaillet, of Moncton, N.B., says the 
same thing.

A friend of hers, Linsey, recommended 
Briercrest highly, so Jaillet decided to 
check it out. Like Ben, she arrived in 2007, 
and within weeks, she’d landed a spot in 
Resonant, a prestigious 12-member touring 
choir (formerly known as sojourn)—even 
without formal musical training. (At the first 
rehearsal, she asked the conductor which 
black dots she was supposed to be singing.) 

Jaillet also landed a lead role in the 
Musical that year—in spite of the fact that 
she skipped auditions, figuring she’d just go 
to the dance call and hope for an ensemble 

By Amy Robertson
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role. 
At the end of the call, de Jager ap-

proached her and asked her to come see 
him the following Monday with a monologue 
prepared. She’d never done one before—but 
it was evidently more than good enough to 
land a lead role that year and each year 
since.  

By October, Jaillet had switched to the 
Music program. Heading into her fourth 
year, she is passionate about what she’s do-
ing here—music and theatre make her come 
alive, she says. “It’s crazy how I’ve learned 
and grown!”

But what does she say keeps her coming 
back year after year?

“The relationships I’ve built.”
Benjamin Ross, of Moncton, N.B., heard 

about Briercrest through a friend, Steve, 
who was also in the Music program. Ross 
had previously made fun of Steve for going 

to school in The Middle of Nowhere, Sask., 
but he later thought, “Why not?” Ross had 
been involved in theatre his entire life, and 
studying it formally seemed like a good idea. 

He arrived in 2006, planning to try it for 
a few months. But then he landed a role 
in the Christmas Musical and a spot in so-
journ. He began taking voice lessons with de 
Jager, who heads up the Music department, 
and found himself belonging to a tight-knit 
family of students who loved music and 
theatre as much as he did.  

 “I couldn’t leave!” he says.
Harrison, Jaillet, and Ross all compare 

the community at Briercrest to life back 
home.

“The compassion and concern shown 
here at Briercrest has helped me feel at 
home, even though home is 4,000 km 
away!” exclaims Harrison.

“Briercrest has a very tight-knit com-

munity,” says Ross. “We are constantly sur-
rounded by our friends, and our neighbours 
are our friends…. The Maritimes—especially 
Nova Scotia—are very similar.” 

“The Maritimes take pride in their quaint 
and endearing towns and villages, and it’s 
the people who live there that make them 
even more lovely,” says Jaillet. “I have found 
that the people, especially in Caronport, 
are the same. People are friendly and will 
almost immediately welcome you into their 
homes. It is nice to have this kind of com-
munity to live in when you are so far from 
home.”

And the wheat fields?
“Obviously, the land is much differ-

ent here than in the Maritimes!” exclaims 
Jaillet. But the flat lands grow on you—and 
you’ve never seen a more magnificent sky 
anywhere.”

How about a career in worship 
leadership, professional music or 

recording, administration, 
or teaching?

Ben Harrison Abigail Jaillet Benjamin Ross



Some spectators are confused when they see the Briercrest Clippers playing in an Alberta 
Colleges Athletic Conference match. 

Briercrest is the only non-Albertan member of the ACAC, Canada’s top college league, because 
none of the other teams in Saskatchewan’s Prairie Athletic Conference —even the ones with far 
larger student bodies—can compete with them. The Clippers stand toe to toe with schools three, four 
times Briercrest’s size … and see equals.

Scott Lesher of Lacombe, Alta., is a big part of that.

He epitomizes Coach Nigel Mullan’s vision for the team. He’s talented, 
driven, and competitive, and “he sets the culture on and off the floor,” says 
Mullan. “We talk about being better at the end of the day than the beginning. 
[Scott] is living that … He won’t settle for average.”

The ACAC championship weekend February 26-27 was anything but 
average for Lesher, who  was named first team all-star by conference coaches.

He had 11 kills and six digs in the match that ousted the powerhouse 
Mount Royal University, earning the Clippers a spot in the final.

In the gold-medal game against the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology, Lesher had 14 kills and two digs, helping the Clippers to their 
best showing ever at the ACAC championships—a silver medal.

And Lesher’s leadership skills go way beyond the floor. 
Faith has always been important to Lesher, which is why he didn’t go after 

a spot on other college or university teams closer to home. There was no 
question Lesher had what they were looking for. But did they have what he 
was looking for?

Lesher wanted to play volleyball—but he also wanted to grow in his faith 
and be surrounded by guys who played not just with skill, but with integrity. 
Based on what he’d heard about Briercrest, there was no contest. He packed 
his bags and said no to scholarship opportunities at more prestigious schools, 
and he has every intention of staying put.

Joel Dyck, his teammate, roommate, best friend, and fellow team leader, is 
proud to be on the team with Lesher. 

“As one of the best players on the team, it’s easy to look up to him,” says 
Dyck. “He’s not the most vocal leader—but he’s a great leader by example.”

But for all he contributes to the team, Lesher says it’s doing just as much 
for him: it’s making him into the man and the player he’s supposed to be. 

“I love it,” he says.

He’s been playing volleyball for 
seven years, and coming out of his 
second season of college ball this 
spring, he was close to the top of his 
division in digs and kills.

SCOTT LESHER LEADS ON AND OFF 
THE GAME FLOOR

Briercrest Athletics • clippers@briercrest.ca

By Amy Robertson
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Congratulations to the Clipper Men’s volleyball team for 
winning silver at the 2010 ACAC Championships!

Scott Lesher
B.A. Business Administration 2012
Clipper Men’s volleyball



Standing … at the intersection, I look over 
to the Triumphal Arch. I think about what our art 
teacher has told us in recent weeks about other 
monuments and sculptures around the city. We 
are, in fact, on our way to the metro to meet her 
for another class.

On the train, I try to read the Russian ads 
placed conveniently at eye-level. I am happy 
with what I can understand, but still wish I knew 
more. After our ride, we emerge into the … heart 
of the city. Our teacher has arrived, and we walk 
briskly to keep up so we can hear [her].

As we walk to the Winter Palace, the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Kazan embraces the 
main thoroughfare. We cross over canals where 
street artists paint the refl ections that shimmer 
off the water. One of these channels gives 
a clear view to the Church of the Saviour on 
Spilled Blood, built to preserve the memory of 
Tsar Alexander II’s assassination. 

St. Petersburg is a city with a multitude of 
sites, galleries, theatres, cafés, museums, and 
shops. We have been able … to see ballets, 
operas, and masterpieces of world art. A short 
walk from our front door takes us to one of the 
most notable places to see buildings in the 

An excerpt from Johannah 
Bird’s travels:

Constructivist style of architecture. A short metro 
ride … takes us to some of the most famous 
districts in history, immortalized in Dostoevsky’s 
Crime and Punishment. We have seen the 
Hermitage, the Saints Peter and Paul Fortress, 
and the Neva River.

We have also visited Novgorod, the oldest 
city in Russia, and Moscow. We have seen where 
every deceased Russian leader has been laid to 
rest. We have seen the development of Russian 
art from its very beginnings to today. Every place 
we go is connected to an idea, poem, story, or 
event …

—Johannah Bird, November 2009

Travelling the world isn’t part of 
the typical undergrad program—but 
Johannah Bird made it part of hers. 

Bird, from Portage La Prairie, Man., signed up for a two-year 
humanities program at Briercrest in 2006.

Four years later, she graduated with a B.A. in Humanities, an 
A.A. in Biblical Studies, and a lifetime of memories from nearly 
five months overseas. 

In May 2009, a group of Briercrest professors and students 
went on a study tour of the Holy Land. Bird had always wanted 
to travel, and so when the opportunity arose to join them, she 
grabbed it. Less than four months later, she left for Russia 
with six other Briercrest students to spend a semester at St. 
Petersburg Christian University as part of Briercrest’s study 
abroad program.

Her time in Russia, she says, was “beautiful—it was perfect.”
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In front of Peterhof Palace, Russia.



J. Wu was never much for reading. 
As a child, he says, the only book he 

remembers enjoying was a picture book 
about a young boy—and he’s pretty sure 
he enjoyed it because the boy in the book 
shared both his name and his love for 
hamsters.

Wu admits that he didn’t read much 
through high school, either: he skated 
through his English classes on CliffsNotes 
and audio books.

It wasn’t the stories he didn’t care for—it 
was their written form. Telling stories he 
could do all day. 

He figured that would have to change 
when he began to follow Christ—reading was 
the only way he knew to interact with the 
Scriptures. So he dug in and fell in love with 
the words in spite of himself, deciding that 
he’d like to translate them someday. 

A Bible-based college was the logical 
choice. Briercrest College and Seminary in 
freezing-cold Saskatchewan, on the other 
hand, wasn’t—at least not for Wu, a California 
boy. But he’d noticed that the interns in his 
youth group all talked about a place called 
Briercrest, and that they all “knew God in a 
very unique way.”

“I wanted to know God like they did,” 
says Wu. So he withdrew his applications 

to colleges in warmer climates and drove to 
school with his surf board strapped to the 
roof of his car “like a teddy bear.”

Most students wait until their second 
year to enrol in the much-feared Greek and 
Hebrew courses here. Not Wu. In fact, he was 
looking forward to them more than anything 
else—and only partly because they’d be light 
on reading. 

During his second year at Briercrest, Wu 
was poring over the book of Colossians in 
Greek with his roommate as they prepared 
for a final exam. As they read, Wu was 
overcome with the beauty of the words and 
struck by a sense of injustice at the fact 
that he and his roommate could read the 
Scriptures in both the original language and 
their own—but millions had no Bible at all.

“It hit me like a ton of bricks,” says Wu. 
“At that point, I knew there was nothing else I 
could do in my life [but translation].”

Wu moved to Southeast Asia after he 
graduated to pursue some mission work. 
God had given him a renewed passion for 
the church—so many needed to hear the 
Gospel! He still wanted to translate, but there 
was a problem: he wanted to give people 
the Gospel now, not in 20 years after a new 
translation was complete. (It would be faster 
for people to learn a new language.)

By Amy Robertson
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J. Wu
B.A. Biblical Studies 2006

Wu found the solution he was looking 
for in a technique that’s both new and 
thousands of years old: oral Bible storying.

It begins with a process called oral 
drafting, Wu explains.

“First, you find someone you can 
communicate with and share stories with 
them in any language they can understand. 
Let them listen to it … and then use other 
ways of internalizing the story for them—
pictures, the Jesus film, or the Matthew film. 
You might use puppets or a storyboard and 
tell the story over and over again. Then they 
tell the story back to you in their mother 
tongue. They intuitively make all the little 
linguistic changes that need to be made. 
Then they work together and back translate 
it to check for problems.

“Then you go out and find non-believers 
who have never heard the story … You ask 
them to listen to the story a few times—
storyboard, act it out, have them retell it, 
and then ask some questions. This will show 
you any problems so you can go back to 
revise the story and make sure it faithfully 
reflects the biblical text without adding to it.

“Within two years, you have 60-70 of 
these stories that can then go out—and 
you’re sharing the Gospel as you go along!”

Not long ago, Wu and his wife were in 
the process of testing a creation story from 
the book of Genesis. They asked a young 
woman—one with no biblical background at 

all—if she might be willing to listen to the 
story they’d crafted. She agreed. Afterward, 
they asked, “What did you think?”

“It was very interesting!” she said. 
Her next words floored them: “In fact, if 

that was the beginning of a book, I’d want 
to read that book! And something about it 
seems true.” 

The same young woman came to faith a 
year later. 

Time isn’t the sole benefit of storying, 
says Wu. There’s a cultural component as 
well—two-thirds of the world communicates 
orally, which means they can’t, won’t, or 
don’t communicate through literate means.  
So, Wu asks, why make a written translation 
the priority?

Even after someone learns to read, it can 
be years before they can really benefi t from 
the printed word, he explains. Beyond that, 
there’s the issue of dialect. In certain people 
groups, there can be hundreds of different 
dialects. Only a few get written Scripture. 
And while many might be able to understand 
that version, it’s never the same as hearing 
it in their truest mother tongue—their heart 

language.
Currently, Wu and his wife, A., live in a 

small hill tribe village in Southeast Asia. 
They’re both doing Bible storying workshops 
with local translators and working with 
several Bible story projects. They’re 
adapting a recently completed translation 
for non-literates of a hill tribe language and 
also working on  an oral version  of the Bible 
for a major national Asian language.

Sometimes, life in the village is difficult 
and dangerous. Wu tells a story about a 
friend and co-worker of his who was recently 
jailed and put in chains for his faith, saying 
he knows the same could happen to him or 
his wife someday. 

“It’s painful and it’s sad and it’s hard,” 
he says, “but it’s worth it … I’ve never been 
so happy in my entire life.”

14 BRIERCREST MAGAZINE COLLEGE EDITION | ISSUE 1 | SUMMER 2010



15WWW.BRIERCREST.CA

She graduated near the top of her class this year, but it’s her 
internship as the chaplain for the Caronport High School girls that 
she’ll remember.

 “It wasn’t an internship—it was my life,” she said.
Seeing the girls grow was extremely encouraging for Brown. She 

recalls watching one of the girls from the dorm defend her faith to 
an acquaintance.

“It was priceless—it was so wonderful,” she said.
“Those are the moments I live for.”
Last year, Brown was searching for an internship that matched 

her gifts. God led her to work with Terry Wolverton and Debbie 
Jensen, the residence directors in charge of CHS girls.

The relationships Brown built didn’t come without a cost, 
however. Brown found that she didn’t have the usual time to invest 
in her studies.

 “I definitely found that while I still stress and desire good 
grades, I didn’t spend the time.”

Brown recalls praying for help when papers were due and there 
were recitals to attend and relationships to build. God was teaching 
her “what things are eternal and what things matter.”

“God was like—really Brandy—what matters more?” she said.
She also remembers talking to her mother, Donna, about 

rushing through some of her work.
 “She said Brandy—what’s eternal?”
In hindsight, she wouldn’t change a thing. While her marks 

dipped this year, Brown still managed to graduate near the top 
of her class in one Briercrest’s toughest academic programs, the 
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies, which involves studying ancient 
Greek. Her cumulative G.P.A. was 3.78, which got her a spot in the 
Delta Epsilon Chi Honor Society at commencement April 24.

By Rob Schellenberg

Call 1-800-667-5199 or email 
admissions@briercrest.ca.
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